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YOUNG PRIEST LEADS VERDUN YOUTH 

2011-05-30 

Though Fr. Joel Saavedra Valencia, 27, is the youngest priest 

for the Archdiocese of Montreal, in his hometown of Lima, Peru, 

he would not be.  

 

“I was not the youngest,” he says of his days in the seminary 

there, adding that there are some 24-year-old Peruvian priests. 

Jean-Claude Cardinal Turcotte ordained the new priest for 

Montreal at Notre-Dame-des-Sept-Douleurs church in Verdun, May 

13.  

The date coincided with the feast day of Our Lady of Fatima and 

the 175th anniversary of the founding of the Catholic Church of 

Montreal. 

“The date came from God,” he said. “I asked the Virgin Mary to 

give me a sign if she agreed with the date and the positive 

answer came when the cardinal accepted that date. It was a 

grace.”  

“It was magnificent," Fr. Saavedra said of his ordination, which 

took place before a packed church. "I had peace and interior 

joy. I had trust in God regarding my choice. People liked the 

ceremony a lot.”  

FROM LAW TO PRIESTHOOD 

Fr. Saavedra was born the eldest of a family of five children. 

He had wanted to pursue a career in law; at the age of 15, he 

changed his mind.  

“I started going to church more and praying. I confided in God. 

It started like that. At that age, the Lord wanted me for other 

things.” 

He entered the seminary in Lima at age 17. During his studies in 

theology and philosophy, his family moved to Montreal, where his 

father had found work. For several years, Joel travelled back 

and forth from Lima to Montreal.  



Rettino / Young Priest / 2 

 

“I met my family once every year,” he says. “Then, I transferred 

to Montreal to finish my studies. I did not speak French at that 

time.” 

Now, he says, he wants to work with youth. During his pastoral 

internship at Notre-Dame-de-la-Trinité Parish in Verdun, he 

founded a youth group, which continues to thrive. Fr. Saavedra 

was assigned to this parish until the start of the new pastoral 

year.  

“I started with a little group of six people,” he said. There 

are now about 20. He leads this group of 18- to 35-year-olds, 

teaching catechism and praying with them. They also go on 

camping retreats and are preparing for World Youth Day in Madrid 

this August. 

MINISTERING TO YOUTH 

“I am ready to give everything to work with youth,” he says. 

Though he says he may be leaving his present parish soon, Fr. 

Saavedra hopes the group will continue.  

“Young people are important in each parish,” he says. “They give 

us courage.” He also plans to organize groups for parents and 

couples. 

When asked what his favourite part of being a priest was, he 

answered: “It’s the Mass and to recognize that Christ uses me to 

make himself present to the people around me. Some bother 

priests came from Peru for my ordination, and I shared the Mass 

with them later on. 

“There aren’t any words to describe the priesthood. It’s about 

being loyal to your vows, being a servant to youth, and being 

there for men and women." 

St. Dominic Savio, who died as an example of holiness at age 15, 

is among the saints who inspire Fr. Saavedra. Two others are 

Rose of Lima and Blessed John Paul II.  

“He was a good pastor,” he says of the late pope. “I have asked 

him to help me.” 

“I feel small and unworthy,” he said about accepting his 

vocation to the priesthood. “But it is God who called me. I will 
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serve wherever the cardinal assigns me. I am happy to be a 

priest.” 

 

Matthew Rettino 

 


